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That Napoleon 
was short is a 
myth. Some 

people believe that 
Napoleon’s domineer-
ing ambitions were to 
compensate for being 
so physically small. 
Not so. 

True, Napoleon was called Le Petit 
Corporal (“The Little Corporal”), but 
he was 5 feet, 7 inches tall — taller than 
the average 18th-century Frenchman. 
So why the nickname? Early in his 
military career, soldiers used it to mock 
his relatively low rank. The name stuck, 
even as he became ruler of France.

Folks today may want to re-think ac-
cusing an aggressive, more diminutive See MESSAGE, page 2

leader of having a “Napoleon complex,” 
as is sometimes done. It’s a myth that 
Napoleon was short, at least for his day.

I’m afraid we’ve given in to myths  
when it comes to studying the Bible! 
We Christians grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18) through the 
hearing and studying of God’s Word. 
Then why is it that we don’t have more 
Bible studies, or that the studies we 
do have are not well attended? Could 
it be that our minds are clouded by a 
number of myths that the devil uses to 
keep us from knowing God’s Word as 
we should? 

Which of the following myths have you 
bought into?

Myth #1: The Bible is a strange 
and mysterious book that few can 
understand.
While there are many passages that re-
quire serious study to fully understand, 
in part because of the culture and times 
in which it was written, the Bible is 
essentially a very straightforward and 
simple book.

One of the basic teachings of the Refor-
mation was that the Holy Spirit speaks 
loud and clear through the Word. 
Wherever God’s people gather to read 
and study the Bible, God will reveal His 
truth. Is the Bible big? Yes. Is it old? 
Yes. Is the Bible hard to understand? 
No, not with the help of the Lord.

Myth #2: The Bible teaches ancient truths 
that are not applicable today.
What were some of the questions and 
daily struggles of the people we read 
about in the Bible? Raising children, 
managing finances, national leadership, 
poverty, diet, marital relationships, 
questions of the meaning of human 
existence, productive living, life after 
death, the nature of God. Sounds a lot 
like the questions we ask from day to 
day in 2019!

Myth #3: The Bible is boring.
When we start to peel away the simpler 
versions of the stories as we got them 
in Sunday school (certainly, how we 
needed to hear them as kids), the Bible 
comes alive with intrigue, mystery, 
human drama, and encounters with the 
living God. In the great literary styles of 

Great myths  
about the Bible
What’s 
keeping 
you from 
studying 
God’s 
Word?

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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Send submissions 
for the district  
supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher

▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the December issue is  
Oct. 15. 

MESSAGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

poetry, history, humor, and more, real people come to life as 
God reveals His plan for the world’s salvation, and for living a 
life in response to His grace. No other book draws its readers 
to say, “This is my life I’m reading about,” like the Bible does.

Myth #4: The best way to read the Bible is to start reading and 
hope it makes sense.
The best way to unlock the meaning of the Bible is to join 
with other Christians and a good teacher in a Bible study that 
will give you some handles on the Bible’s main teachings. 
When you can understand the threads of God’s plan that run 
throughout the Bible narrative, it will help you to pull the 
whole thing together and bring the Bible to life in a way you 
cannot imagine.

Myth #5: I know my Bible well enough.
No, you don’t.

Which myths are you buying into? One year from now, you 
will be another year older. Why not join in studying God’s 
Word and, by the Spirit’s power, be one year wiser?

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel” • Romans 1:16; 16:25-27

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Benjamin Theiss, 

Holy Cross/Trinity/Im-
manuel, Onida/Blunt/
Harrold, accepted the 
call to St. John, Bruns-
wick, Mo., Aug. 18.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Sean Daenzer, Trin-

ity/Peace, Great Bend/
Barney, N.D., was called to 
Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/
Our Savior’s, Aug. 25.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed  

Redeemer (associate)

Call Information

Members of Trinity 
Mission, Belle Fourche, 
engage in Bible study.

Bethesda Lutheran Church, Hot 
Springs, celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on July 7. 

Bethesda’s first congregational 
meeting was held on Nov. 21, 
1919. Due to the warm, healing 
waters of Evans Plunge and oth-
er bath houses in Hot Springs, 
it was decided to call the church 
“Bethesda” after the healing pool 
in Jerusalem. 

Rev. Scott Sailer’s anniversa-
ry sermon, “House of Mercy, 
Heaven’s Plunge” picked up on 
this theme.

100 years 
of God’s Grace in Hot Springs

Pastors that partici-
pated in the service of 
celebration were Revs. 
Gary Jacobsen, Bethes-
da pastor; Scott Sailer, 
South Dakota District 
president and former 
Bethesda pastor (1989-
94); Ed Bode, former 
Bethesda pastor (1979-
88); and Robert Nowak, 
former Bethesda vicar 
(1977-78). 

▶  Centerville/Hurley, First 
English/Zion

▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/
Our Savior’s

▶  Hill City/Custer, Our  
Savior’s/Our Redeemer

▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland,  

Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, 

Holy Cross/Trinity/ 
Immanuel

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith  
(associate)

▶ Tea, Risen Savior
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From left, (front row) Revs. Lynn Wilson (chaplain, U.S. 
Army National Guard), Scott Sailer (district president), Ed-
win Morrow (emeritus, Lafayette, Ind.), Bryan Meadows, 
Phil Meadows; (back row) Bob Gardner (emeritus, Hot 
Springs), Gene Bauman (St. Paul, Spearfish), Glenn Schul-
tz (emeritus, Rapid City), James Rockhill (Bethlehem, 
Crawford and Redeemer, Harrison, Neb.), Sam Handschke 
(Faith, Pierre), Randy Sturzenbecher (Divine Shepherd, 
Black Hawk) and Paul Winckler (Zion, Rapid City).

Rev. Bryan W. Meadows was or-
dained into the pastoral ministry 
and installed as associate pastor 
of Zion Lutheran Church, Rapid 
City, on Sunday, July 28. His fa-
ther, Rev. Phil Meadows, pastor 
of  Shepherd of the Hills, Bean 
Blossom, Ind., was the preacher. 

Pastor Bryan graduated from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
this past May. His wife, Kate, is 
from Pinedale, Wyo., and they 
have two sons, Will, 9, and Eli, 7. 
Bryan joins Rev. Paul Winckler, 
lead associate pastor, on Zion’s 
pastoral staff.

We in the South Dakota District 
are pleased to welcome the 
Meadows family to our beloved 
district and wonderful state!

Zion welcomes 
new associate 
pastor

The Meadows family: Kate and Bryan with their sons, 
Will (left) and Eli.

Rev. Kevin Koester, a 2019 grad-
uate of Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, was installed as associate 
pastor of Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, Huron, on Sunday, July 
28.

Rev. Thomas Brown, pastor of 
Zion, Mitchell, and Mitchell Circuit 
visitor, served as officiant and Rev. 
Christopher Navurskis, Mount 
Calvary senior pastor, was the 
preacher.

Pastor Koester hails from Golden 
Valley, Minn. He was ordained at 
his home congregation, Zion, Hop-
kins, Minn., in June.

We welcome Pastor Koester to the 
South Dakota District!

From left, Revs. Scott Spiehs (St. 
John/Zion/Mount Olive, Wol-
sey/Wessington Springs/Woon-
socket), Daniel Grimmer (Zion, 
Mitchell), Bradley Lessman 
(Trinity/St. Paul, White Lake/
Plankinton), Thomas Brown, 
Marcus Ring (St. John, Gregory), 
Kevin Koester, Dale Sattgast 
(emeritus, Huron) and  
Christopher Navurskis.

Pastor Koester’s family: his father, 
Wayne, sister, Kaitlin, and mother, Jean.

Koester installed 
in Huron
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With love from Lisa

By Lisa Asmus
LWML District President

I did a lot of traveling during the past 
summer, some alone and some with 
my husband, Pastor Aaron. Many 

road and airline miles were traveled for 
service, business and enjoyment. 

One of these trips took us to the Wis-
consin Dells, where we had the oppor-
tunity to see our son, Adam, perform at 
the Tommy Bartlett waterski show. The 
weather report threatened rain most of 
the afternoon and evening. While we 
enjoyed the afternoon show, watching 
Adam play the part of Aqua the Clown, 
the evening show was cancelled because 
of thunderstorms. 

While it was disappointing not to see 
him ski again, it gave us an opportunity 
to spend time with him a different way. 
Find joy in the journey … God uses situ-
ations in our lives and blesses us in ways 
we can’t imagine. His faithfulness is new 
each day and his mercies are constant. 

What about those days when you find 

Joy in the journey

it tough to smile 
because your body 
hurts, you feel sick, 
you lost a friend, or 
just because. Some 
days Aaron will ask 
me, “Are you OK?”, 
as it’s just a down-in-the-dumps kind 
of day for me. I can’t always identify to 
him or myself what has me down, but I 
just don’t feel happy. 

However, I know that even on a day like 
that, I still have joy. Neh. 8:10 says the 
joy of the Lord is my strength. Even if I 
am not perky, happy or smiling, I know 
that I still have joy. I am a child of God 
— always, every day, in every situa-
tion. He has called me His own at my 
Baptism. That joy cannot be taken from 
me — or you. Your joy is in the journey 
because of Jesus’ love for you and as you 
set your mind on things above. 

At the LWML convention in Mobile, 
Ala., in June, more than 3,000 men and 
women gathered in praise to the Lord. 

Rev. Aaron (left) and Lisa Asmus with their son, Adam, who 
was performing in a Tommy Bartlett waterski show.

“Set your mind on things that are above.” — Col. 3:2

One convention highlight always seems 
to happen when Jan Struck enters as our 
humorous interrupter. 

We laughed as “Gloria Mae” came on 
stage. One time she called her friend 
“Martha Lee,” concerned that those 
attending from the north were at the ca-
sinos gambling because they kept saying 
“you betchya.” 

Our district had our first participant in 
the Tee Up for Mites fundraiser, Pastor 
Aaron. 

What a joy to journey to Mobile in 
praise to the Lord! My prayer for you 
this month is that you find joy in your 
journey, wherever you are, because of 
Jesus’ love for you.

Rev. Neal K. Ahart, who entered the Church Tri-
umphant on April 26 at the age of 95, was a strong 
advocate for the LWML South Dakota District. 

When he first moved to South Dakota to serve 
as pastor for the Northwest Mission, the LWML 
helped purchase the trailer house that served as 
the Arpan Chapel. During his service in the North-
west Mission (1964–69), he brought the Word of 
God to those — who didn’t have a church home 
— at Arpan Chapel and other locations, where he 
held services, Bible studies and Sunday school.

Later on, the LWML South Dakota District was 
able to help Pastor Ahart as he attended Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, to become an ordained minis-
ter. The district helped with tuition and living costs 

for the summer of 1978. 

Ahart was ordained at Peace Lutheran Church, 
Alcester, on Oct. 22, 1978. Throughout his minis-
try, he served as a counselor for the LWML South 
Dakota District. He was able to form many friend-
ships and minister to many over the years. 

It was Pastor Ahart’s fervent wish that his memo-
rial be given to the district LWML to continue 
making a difference in South Dakota.

Bonnie Noteboom and Betsy Knodel, daughters of 
Rev. Neal K. Ahart, presented the memorial for the 

LWML South Dakota District. From left, Heather Miller 
(district secretary), Lisa Asmus (president), Noteboom, 

Knodel and Patty Peters (Sioux Falls Zone president).

Ahart family provides district with memorial
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

e are 
often told 

“Good 
things come in 
small packages.” A 
diamond ring may 
come to mind! It 
has tremendous 
value, but comes 
in a small package 
and fits in the 
palm of your hand. 

But what about 
faith? Have you 
ever thought about faith in that way? 
The theme for LWML Sunday this year 
is “Faith Like a Mustard Seed.” That 
sounds like a good thing that comes in a 
small package!

The Bible tells us that faith is a gift from 
God: 

“ For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God.”  
— Eph. 2:8 

Faith is obviously a good thing that has 
tremendous value in that it saves us by 
the grace of Christ from the tempta-
tions and evils of this world, to give us 
the eternal treasures of forgiveness, life 
and salvation.

But this good gift of faith can come in a 
small package. Jesus speaks of faith the 
size of a mustard seed: 

“ If you had faith like a grain of 
mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would 
obey you.” — Luke 17:6

Elsewhere Jesus says:
“ For truly, I say to you, if you have 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it 
will move.” — Matt. 17:20

Small packages

I don’t know about you, but I haven’t 
been moving too many mountains or 
mulberry trees lately. Oh me of little 
faith! But that’s the amazing thing 
about God’s gift of faith in Christ Jesus. 
Even the tiniest amount of faith, that’s 
not even big enough to move moun-
tains or trees, is enough to overcome 
sin and Satan. This good thing in a 
small package is “not a result of works” 
(Eph. 2:9) — at least not ours. It is the 
work of Christ on the cross and in the 
empty tomb for us that overcomes sin 
and Satan.

But it has also made us “his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works” (Eph. 2:10). Because of faith in 
Christ, the Holy Spirit works through 
us so that even our small gestures can 
have tremendous value. God uses the 
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters and 
dollar bills that come in the small 
package of an LWML mite box to 
give His eternal treasures that comes 
through faith in Jesus to people all over 
the world.

When Jesus was tempted by the devil, 
He quoted from the written Word.

The things that have happened in our 
societies are written and recorded.

When did we start? Who was the first 
LWML district president, or president 
of your society? Who designed our mite 
box? Who were the first state mission 
grant recipients? Who were the first 
delegates and what did they have in 
mind for the mission of LWML? 

We go to history to find these answers. 
We go to the paper copies, those with 
no staples, rubber bands and folds in 
the paper, filed by years in a Banker 
Box or gray archivist box.

We keep notes of meetings, rallies, con-
ventions and special events so we can 
read who was there, who was making 
decisions on our behalf and who was 
motivated to carry on the mission. 

Yearly reports are written and saved by 
local, zone and state historians. Forms 
can be found at sdlwml.org/ sd_lwml_
forms.htm and are sent in a flat enve-
lope. Be sure to date and sign all reports. 
Your job matters to the next generation. 
Thank you for preserving our history. 

For more information, contact me at 
lmden.3840@juno.com. 

Lurene M. Denke
South Dakota Archivist-Historian

‘It is written’

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor
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See EMILY, page 8

The LWML convention was a wonderful 
opportunity to hear from so many broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. We heard how 
they are sharing their faith and offering 
mercy to their neighbor!

The first LWML woman I met was on the 
shuttle from the airport. She had come to 
the convention to represent POBLO min-
istries, but how she came to be involved 
was quite the incredible story. She left her 
comfortable career as a Shariah law professor in the Middle 
East after discovering the truth of the Gospel. Her family 
despised her and her father took her to the Mosque where they 
raped her and attempted to kill her because of following Jesus.

Thanks to POBLO, she was able to escape to freedom, receive 

I was sincerely honored to have been 
selected as a South Dakota District Young 
Woman Representative (YWR). The 
LWML convention in Mobile, Ala., was 
truly an amazing experience. I practical-
ly had front row seats during the main 
sessions as I studied with Donna Pyle, lis-
tened to missionaries share their passion 
and waited for voting results.

I was blessed to have packed boxes for the 
Gifts from the Heart and to walk alongside Heart to Heart Sis-
ters carrying flags from all the countries where LWML mites 
have been used. 

I praised the Lord with over 3,000 LWML members. It wasn’t 

Emily Murray Kristina Van Scharrel

 1.  Water and the Word for Rural Schools in 
Kenya, $80,000

 2.  Teach Me Too – Preschoolers with Learning 
Needs in Austin, Texas (LSEM), $100,000

 3.  Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in 
Africa (LHM), $100,000

 4.  God’s Grace for This Generation (LAMP), 
$100,000

 5.  God’s Word Changes Everything (LBT), 
$95,000

 6.  Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus in Guate-
mala, $100,000

 7.  Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and 
Families — Camp Restore Detroit, $100,000

 8.  Lights for Christ Scholarships in Guatemala, 
$95,000

 9.  Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation 
in Wyoming (WRLM), $40,000

 10.  Ministry in Motion at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Mobile, Ala., $58,000

LWML sets $2.1 million mission goal
Delegates at the LWML convention June 20-23 in 
Mobile, Ala., adopted a $2.1 million mission goal for 
the 2019–21 biennium. This goal, by the grace of God, 
will fund 21 mission grants as men and women respond 
in prayer and offerings during the next two years. LWML 
chose to support the following mission grants, pledging 
their support with prayers and mites (offerings) given 
over the next biennium:

 11.  Touching the Living Word 
(LBW), $100,000

 12.  Women’s Witness and Mer-
cy in Asia (Mission Central), 
$100,000

 13.  Digital Media Development 
(LFL), $30,000

 14.  Hope and Healing Hub of 
Downtown Lincoln, Neb., 
$50,000

 15.  Pre- and Post-Seminary 
Training for Local Church 
Workers in Africa, $62,650

 16.  Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow (LCMS 
School Ministries), $80,000

 17.  Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere (KFUO 
Radio), $60,000

 18.  Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construc-
tion (LCMS Office of International Mission), 
$50,000

 19.  Making Jesus Known in the United States 
Ethnic Communities at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, $100,000

 20.  Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on 
the Border in El Paso, Texas, $98,400

 21.  LCMS Deaconess Ministry (LCMS Office of 
International Mission), $39,523

Among the 
2019-21 
mission grants 
selected by 
LWML dele-
gates were 
Water and 
the Word for 
Rural Schools 
in Kenya and 
LCMS Deacon-
ess Ministry.

The people you meet Honored, blessed and equipped!

See KRISTINA, page 8

YWR CONVENTION REFLECTIONS
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Help Wanted!
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota, Inc. is looking for a 
volunteer to oversee the use of the Witness of the Crosses 
displays. 

There are two trailers each containing hundreds of wooden 
crosses. These trailers are loaned to district congregations 
to show the impact of the many crosses (which equals the 
number of South Dakota abortions in any given year). The 
crosses are lined up in rows on church lawns or other pri-
vate property, which makes a profound witness.

Please contact Jill Johnsen at 605-458-2670 or Ron and 
Maralyn Hoops at 605-380-6655 if interested and for more 
information.

October prayers: 
For the hurting
First Week: For our Savior to bring heal-
ing and peace to those that are caught up 
in continuous cycles of sin.

Second Week: For all those who are out-
side the church and who have wandered 
away from the church, that the Holy Spirit 
would bring them to repentance that 
leads to life.

Third Week: For those that have a broken 
spirit, that they find comfort in the words 
“a broken and contrite spirit, You do not 
despise.” 

Fourth Week: For all Christians, that we 
may not be so wrapped up in our own 
concerns, so that we would willingly re-
spond to the needs of others. 

Fifth Week: For all who battle with unbe-
lief, that the Holy Spirit would call them 
by the Gospel, enlighten them with His 
gifts, sanctify and keep them in the one 
true faith.

On Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020, John 
Stiegelmeier will make a presentation 
during a public program at Peace Lu-
theran Church, Brookings. Stiegelmeier 
is the head football coach at South 
Dakota State University in Brookings, 
and has a heart for life issues. 

Lutherans for Life of South Dakota, 
Inc. will serve a complimentary lunch 
at noon and the program will follow. 
Watch for more information in future 
issues of this publication and at the 
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota 
website (lutheransforlifesd.org).

The annual meeting of Lutherans For 
Life of South Dakota, Inc. will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020, 
at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Huron.

Each life chapter and life team is en-
couraged to send a representative and a 
report of their 2019 activities. 

Election of board members will be held.

Football coach to present at Peace

Annual meeting is Jan. 4

LCMS has life resources
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Life 
Ministry upholds the sanctity of human life at all 
stages. Through numerous domestic and inter-
national programs, LCMS Life Ministry supports 
and encourages life “in the image of God,” through 
life-affirming programming, advocacy and teaching. 

The ministry coordinates the Synod’s presence at 
many pro-life events, including the National March 
for Life, held in Washington, D.C. each January. LCMS 
Life Ministry carries the banner that life is sacred 
and that all people matter to God.

Visit lcms.org/life.
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Our Redeemer, Custer, entered its float in the Gold Discovery Days parade, 
held in July. The theme was “The hills will burst into song; sing to the Lord.” 
Adults and youth of the congregation as well as several youths from the 
Wednesday after-school program sang hymns. Float organizer Myrna Bohl-
mann said, “It was a beautiful day for witnessing to our Lord.”

Our Redeemer 
‘floats’ in song! 

Pastors who received their first calls and will serve in the 
South Dakota District gathered at the district office on Aug. 
19 for orientation and to receive their Certificate of Ordina-
tion. From left, Rev. Bryan Meadows, associate pastor, Zion, 
Rapid City (see page 3); Rev. Doug Slavens, associate pastor, 
Memorial, Sioux Falls; Rev. Kevin Koester, associate pastor, 
Mount Calvary, Huron (see page 3); and Rev. Colin Ford, pas-
tor, Concordia, Cresbard, and Immanuel, Wecota. Ford gradu-
ated from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
while Slavens, Meadows and Koester are Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, graduates.

Our new pastors

mental health support and now serves God in helping ref-
ugees in Michigan by sharing the Gospel to their children 
during English as a Second Language (ESL) classes. 

I thought her story was also a great reminder that we 
can be Jesus' hands and feet both abroad and here in our 
communities. I doubt that any one of us live or work in an 
environment without someone in poverty, someone hurt 
by the church in the past, or someone who has never been 
exposed to the Gospel. 

The time at the LWML convention was a great remind-
er that our mites truly are mighty mites, and story after 
story revealed that we serve a God that can do more than 
we ask or imagine.

hard to be inspired and engaged at the convention.

The YWR committee equipped us with meeting ideas and 
the LWML resources available. During the convention, 
many ladies shared how their LWML experience started. 
There was one common denominator with each story: 
They were invited by another LWML member. 

So I want to personally invite you to attend your local 
LWML meeting. While there ask how you can attend the 
next LWML convention in Lexington, Ky., as a YWR!

EMILY (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

KRISTINA (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)


